DELGADO COMMUNITY COLLEGEPRIVATE 

ENGLISH 102 COURSE SYLLABUS

             (revised August 2008)

COURSE LECTURE-LAB-CREDIT AND CONTACT HOURS: 3-0-3/45

COURSE MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 25

LAB FEE:  $15.00

COURSE PREFIX AND NUMBER:  ENGL 101   

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
An advanced course in critical thinking and writing with emphasis on argumentative, analytical, and researched writing. Students will explore various topics, argue debatable positions, analyze texts, and conduct and document research.

PREREQUISITES:
English 101 or equivalent course at a transfer school. Effective with the fall semester of 2008, a student must earn a grade of "C" or better in ENGL 101 or equivalent developmental courses from a transfer school in order to advance to ENGL 102.   Students with an ACT score of 25 in English, along with Advance Placement Form can be placed in ENGL 102. All students placed by ACT must fill out appropriate forms and apply for ENGL 101 credit. A final grade of C or better is necessary in order to receive prerequisite or transfer credit for ENGL 102.

 
COURSE GOAL:

By the end of English 102 students should be able to demonstrate with proficiency in writing their critical thinking skills and comprehension of appropriate texts as well as determine thematic, structural and other patterns in those texts and support their analysis by references to the texts. In addition, students should be able to (1) support a thesis convincingly and (2) successfully integrate their own ideas with those of published writers.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Students who successfully complete ENGL101 should be able to

· Read with comprehension

· Analyze ideas, opinions, patterns, and themes

· Synthesize ideas on a variety of topic

· Integrate current, accurate and valid information from various sources, without incident of plagiarism 

· Apply critical thinking skills to real world experiences, including other disciplines

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
To demonstrate evidence of the Student Learning Outcomes, students will:

· Read assigned texts with comprehension

· Demonstrate critical thinking through discussion and reflection 

· Analyze a variety of texts and support the analysis with references to the text as well as the rhetorical devices used by the author 

· Demonstrate in writing an understanding of the conventions of standard English 

· Demonstrate in writing comprehension of the fundamentals of argumentation and the ability to support an arguable position 

· Demonstrate in writing the ability to synthesize various sources and to incorporate source material into an argument

· Identify and avoid fallacious logic

· Write a research paper demonstrating the student’s ability to perform the following tasks:

      
--Narrow down a topic suitable for an argumentative research paper

      
--Compile a preliminary or working bibliography of sources

      
--Summarize, paraphrase, and quote from source material without incident of plagiarism

      
--Evaluate validity and accuracy of source material and basic statistical evidence 

      
--Develop an argumentative thesis suitable to a research paper

      
--Assemble and organize research material into a structured outline

      

--Draft and revise an argumentative paper which logically and coherently incorporates 


source materials that support the writer’s thesis

      
--Use assigned documentation style for academic research 

· Make an oral presentation, without referring to extensive notes
COURSE CONTENT:
ENGL 102 will cover summary and paraphrase writing, writing in response to assigned readings, argumentation, methods of research and documentation, an introduction to literary analysis, and effective techniques of oral presentation. {See course outline / week-by-week}

TEXTS AND READINGS:
· Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum, Tenth Edition. Eds. Laurence Behrens and Leonard J. Rosen.

· MyCompLab access code, which comes packaged with a new copy of the above text. 
(Students who buy a used book will have to purchase the access code separately.)
ASSESSMENT:  Because of the progressive nature of reading and writing as disciplines, the student's final grade will be based upon the student's ability to meet course objectives by the end of the semester.  To this end, students will be expected to complete with proficiency:

· A variety of writing assignments of approximately 600 words each--including both in- and out-of-class writing

· A research paper of approximately 1500 words which counts for at least two grades

· A written argumentative final exam which requires the student to respond to an assigned text in an argumentative essay of approximately 500 words.  

· A 5-minute speech that has a well-organized introduction, body section, and conclusion which may be based on the student's research topic.  

· A variety of discussion and participation assignments, homework assignments, quizzes, including reading quizzes on the course texts as well as quizzes to assess student’s demonstrable understanding of the writing process, rhetorical terms, and required style documentation.

NOTE: An essay with excessive grammatical errors will not receive a passing grade no matter how well it fulfills the assignment.  Major errors include verb errors, fused sentences, comma splices, fragments, and errors involving “s” endings.

EVALUATION/GRADING SYSTEM
· Research Paper: 25 - 35%

· Other papers: 35-40%

· Oral presentation: 5-10%

· Quizzes, homework, attendance, and participation: 15-20%

· Final exam: 10%
DISABILITY SERVICES STATEMENT:

It is the general policy of Delgado Community College to assure equal opportunity for all qualified persons.  Reasonable accommodation for qualified persons with disabilities will be made provided the student(s) have self-identified with the Office of Disability Services and have provided required documentation.  Individual instructors will modify the methods, requirements, and procedures of courses and examinations appropriately to accommodate the special needs of the student(s) with disabilities, provided the academic integrity of the course or examination is not violated, and the health and welfare of all students are safeguarded.  Students may contact the Office of Disability Services within the first week of class.  
· Students may contact the Office of Disability Services at (504)-671-5161voice voice/tdd or gpeopl@dcc.edu.  The office is located in Building 10 Room 120.  

 

SYLLABUS DISCLAIMERS:

This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. Changes will be handed out in written form as an addendum to the syllabus. The course outcomes, goals, objectives and student competencies will not change.
Students who elect to pay tuition and fees on a payment plan are responsible for paying the charges on the dates specified.  Failure to pay will result in the student being withdrawn from all classes and not receiving a final grade(s). Mere attendance and participation in the class does not warrant a grade without payment in a timely manner.


SYLLABUS ADDENDUM: STUDENT CONTRACT
I, the undersigned below, as a student in English 102 at Delgado Community College, Fall 2008, understand that the following numbered items are required elements of my successful participation in this course. 

1. I, and I alone, am responsible for my grade in this class. 

2. I am responsible for completing my reading by the date indicated on the Week by Week schedule and if I do not, I will not be able to participate in class and my grade will suffer.

3. I realize that I will find reading assignments in the Week by Week schedule posted on the Blackboard course site, and I may receive other assignments that are not indicated on the week by week; it is my responsibility to keep track of these assignments.

4. I must purchase and bring to class the assigned textbook(s) in order to participate in class.

5. I have received a syllabus that spells out all course policies, and I understand these policies, specifically:

· Missing 4 or more classes will result in my being dropped from the course

· Being tardy by 15 minutes or more will be considered an absence

· Turning in copies of my sources with my research paper is mandatory

· Attending my research paper conference with my instructor is mandatory

· Rewriting my research paper for a better grade is not an option

· Rewriting my final exam for a better grade is not an option

6. I understand the final exam and research paper must be completed, and that not doing so will result in my failing the course.

7. I understand that I must complete every major assignment for this class (listed in the syllabus under Assessment Methods) and that missing even one of these major assignments will result in a final average of no higher than a D. 

8. I understand that a D in English 102 is not acceptable for prerequisite or transfer credit.

9. I understand the grading policy for this class:

· Research Paper: 25%

· Other papers: 35-40%

· Oral presentation: 5-10%

· Quizzes, homework, attendance, and participation: 15-20%

· Final exam: 10%

10. I understand that a late paper will be marked down one letter grade for each class period that it is late and that papers will not be accepted beyond one week past the due date.

11. I understand that the exception to number ten is the research paper. No research papers will be accepted late.

12. I understand that all papers must be submitted to the anti-plagiarism service and realize that if I do not submit a paper to the service or if the paper is plagiarized, I will receive an F for the assignment and the case will be forwarded to the appropriate department.

13. I have access to my instructor’s email address, office hours, office phone number and office location, and I realize that I am always welcome.

Student_________________________________________ Date__________________________

(Please print your name below if you have a “unique” signature.)
Emergency Preparedness:





If we should have to evacuate because of a major disaster, please check the Delgado home page at www.dcc.edu for information.  It’s a good idea, too, to make sure your contact info is up-to-date in the DCC system.





You can update your personal info by logging in to Student Self-Serve, accessible from the DCC homepage, using your ID number (or your social security number) and the 2 digit day and the 2 digit year of your birth.
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